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Maths is fun! We 
learn cool things every 

day! Today we will learn 
about giving and following 

directions.
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AustrAliAn CurriCulum: mAthemAtiCs
strand: Measurement and Geometry 

sub-strand: Location and transformation  

Descriptor: Give and follow directions to familiar locations

mAths worDs
Turn, past, forward, under, up, in, clockwise, anti-clockwise, metres, down, right, left, over, 
around

informAtion for pArents or CAregivers
Helping your child learn to read is a rewarding and enjoyable experience for both you and 
your child. Here are some ways you can help your child with their reading.

Before reADing
• Introduce the book; read the title and look at the pictures. Ask your child if they have ever 

given or followed directions, or used a map.
• Refer to the maths words above. Discuss each word and its meaning. These words will 

appear in this book.

During reADing
• At this level, your child should attempt to read their home reader on their own. There 

may be words they are unsure of. Encourage them to break these words down into their 
individual sounds, blending them from left to right.

• Stop your child on the pages where Millie the Mathematician appears. Discuss the maths 
vocabulary and interesting information presented.

mAths ConCepts in this Book
This book addresses the Measurement and Geometry strand of the Australian Curriculum: 
Mathematics. In this strand, students are introduced to the giving and following of 
directions to different locations. They are also introduced to the notion of using a map to 
find a particular location. It is important for students to practice the giving and following of 
directions as their concepts of place, location and spatial awareness develop. 

In this book, students are introduced to a range of directional instructions to assist in finding 
a particular location, including left, right, up, down, around, past, through, over, under, 
clockwise and anti-clockwise. Temporal instructions (involving time) and spatial instructions 
(involving distance) are also used. Students practice these instructions in the early part of 
the Australian Curriculum to assist with their everyday lives. 
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Pirate  Pan  was  a  good  pirate,  
but  he  kept  getting  lost.  

And  he  always  forgot  where  he  
hid  his  treasure.
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Luckily  his  good  friend,  Sally  
the  Parrot,  was  there  to  help. 

“Your  treasure  is  on  Rainbow  
Island,”  she  said.  “And  I  have  
a  map  to  help  us  find  it.” 
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WOW! 
Giving and following 

directions is cool! And so 
is maths.

“Thank  you  for  your  help,  Sally,”  
said  Pirate  Pan.  

“Now,  can  you  remember  where  
I  left  my  boat?” 
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After reADing
Ask your child what the book was about and encourage them to re-tell it in the 
order in which it appeared.  

Discuss the following with your child to assist them to understand the content 
of the book. 

• Where did Pirate Pan think he hid his treasure in the jungle?  
• Can you give directions to find Pirate Pan’s treasure?
• Why do you think Pirate Pan asked Sally if she remembered where the boat 

was? 
• Can you think of a good place to hide treasure? 
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Measurement and Geometry

In this book Millie the Mathematician helps us learn about 
giving and following directions to familiar locations. 

We learn that we can give directions using a variety of 
instructions as Sally the Parrot helps Pirate Pan locate his lost 

treasure. Students are also introduced to the concepts of using 
‘clockwise’ and ‘anti-clockwise’ as part of instructional 

directions to find a location.
Australian Curriculum: All books in the ‘Millie the Mathematician’ series are 

written for the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics and align directly to what 
children learn in the classroom. This book addresses content from the Measurement 

and Geometry strand within the Location and transformation sub-strand. The 
specific Australian Curriculum content descriptor addressed is: “Give and follow 

directions to familiar locations.”   

  PArenTS, reAd  
AlonG WITh MIllIe!

Throughout this book Millie the Mathematician tells 
us interesting mathematical facts. Use these prompts 

to encourage further interest and discussion about 
giving and following directions with your child.

Suggested reading level:

WOW! 
Giving and 

following directions 
is cool! And so is 

maths.




